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ginning of our study, why there exist to-day In Syria two dis-
tinct bodies of Mohammedans, bitterly antagonistic, the one
toward the other. The Syrian Shi'ahs go by the local name
of Metawileh, Moreover, in consequence of this schism
were later developed the secret religions whose followers to-
day inhabit the Lebanon and the mountains to the north,
being known under the name of Druses, Nuseiriyeh, and
Isma'iliyeh.
Schism in Islam was originally caused by the question of
the Caliphate, or the succession to Mohammed. One party
rallied around Abu Bekr, the prophet's father-in-law, and
the other around *Ali, his nephew and the husband of his
favorite daughter, Fatima. At first the party of Abu Bekr
prevailed, and succeeded in electing not only him but the
two succeeding caliphs, 'Omar and 'Othman. "AH, in-
deed, became the fourth caliph, twenty-three years after the
death of Mohammed, but the revolt of the contrary party
provoked a long and. bloody conflict. *Ali was killed. He
was succeeded by his eldest son, Hasan, who soon abdicated
in favor of Mo'awiyah, the candidate of the other party, and
founder of the 'Omayyad Dynasty of Caliphs. In the con-
flict that continued to rage, Hosein, the brother of Hasan,
was killed on the field of Kerbela, which ever since has been
sacred ground to the Shi'ahs or partisans of the family of
'AIL The split then became final. The Sunnis—the so-
called Traditionalists—and the Shi'ahs, thus, agree on two
caliphs only: *Ali and Hasan. With the Shi'alis the term
Imamate takes the place of the Sunni term Caliphate. The
main body of Shi'ahs believe in a hereditary line of twelve
Imams. The first was 'AH, the last was the child of Hasan-
el-'Askari, Mohammed, who disappeared from, sight in
878, but who is still supposed to be living in the world in
a disguise which is revealed only by exception.
But among the Shi'ahs themselves was produced a schism
by this very question of the Imamate. On the death of this
sixth imam, Ja'afar-es-S&diq, one party recognized as imam
his second son, .Mttsa-el-Qasiin, while the other turned to
Mohammed-el-Habib, the son of Ja'afar's eldest son, Is-
ma'fl, who had predeceased his father. Hence arose the

